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Introduced by: Representatives Williamson and Adelstein and Senator Earley

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to establish the South Dakota Volunteer Reserve.1

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:2

Section 1. There is hereby established the South Dakota Volunteer Reserve. The South3

Dakota Volunteer Reserve is a civilian organization that is responsible to and shall serve under4

the direction of the Governor and the adjutant general. The South Dakota Volunteer Reserve5

shall perform the following functions and duties:6

(1) Provide statewide volunteer opportunities for the citizens of South Dakota;7

(2) Organize, recruit, and coordinate a statewide volunteer reserve; and8

(3) Serve as a central clearinghouse linking citizens to volunteer efforts.9

Section 2. If requested by the Governor or the adjutant general, the South Dakota Volunteer10

Reserve shall:11

(1) Act in support of all components of the organized military forces of the State of South12

Dakota in the execution of their state missions;13

(2) Assist the office of emergency management or any other state agency during domestic14

emergencies;15

(3) Support the mobilization and deployment of any component of the South Dakota16
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National Guard that is ordered into active federal service or active state service;1

(4) Support deployed units of the South Dakota National Guard by becoming custodians2

of vacated armories, military facilities, and equipment left behind by departing units;3

and4

(5) Perform other missions as assigned by the Governor.5

Section 3. Membership in the South Dakota Volunteer Reserve is on a voluntary basis and6

is open to any South Dakota citizen who is at least seventeen years of age, has never been7

convicted of a felony, and is not currently a member of an active or reserve component of the8

armed forces of the United States. Former members of an active or reserve component who were9

discharged or separated from the military under honorable conditions shall receive preference in10

the selection of members for the South Dakota Volunteer Reserve.11

Section 4. The South Dakota Volunteer Reserve Council is hereby established. The council12

consists of the adjutant general and four other persons appointed by the Governor to serve at the13

pleasure of the Governor. Each of the four appointees shall have at least ten year of previous14

military service in an active or reserve military component or both. The members of the council15

shall receive per diem compensation and allowable expense reimbursement in an amount set16

pursuant to § 4-7-10.4, except that no member of the council who is a state employee may17

receive per diem compensation. The adjutant general shall provide staff for the council.18

Section 5. The South Dakota Volunteer Reserve Council shall provide for the organization19

of the South Dakota Volunteer Reserve. The council shall promulgate rules pursuant to chapter20

1-26 governing membership and personnel requirements, policies, and procedures; organizational21

duties and functions; and other matters necessary for the administration of the South Dakota22

Volunteer Reserve.23


